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TRUSTEES’ REPORT. 


x: To the Legislature of the State of Mississippi : 


GENTLEMEN :—We herewith present to your honorable 
body our biennjal report as Trustees of the Institution for 
the Instruction of the Blind, for the years 1892 and 1898 ; 
and would most respectfully call your attention to the full 
reports herein contained of the Superintendent and Seore- 
tary. 

Governor Stone, as ex-officio President of the Board of 
Trustees, has presided over all our meetings, and to him we 
are greatly indebted for his watchful care and superior 
counsel in the management of the Institution. = 

Respectfully submitted, 
C, H. MANSHIP, 
E. VIRDEN, | 
tu J. T. H., LARD, 
E, M, PARKER, 
H. H. HiNzs, 
Board of Trustees, 


Officers for 1892 and 1893. 


Trustees. . 


His BXxorLLENOY J. M. STONE, Governor, PRESIDENT. 
C. H. MANSHIP, , E. VIRDEN, 
H. H. HINES, E. M. PARKER, 
J. T. H. LAIRD. 


— 


Superintendent. 


Dr. P. FAIRLY. 


Teachers in Literary Department. 


Miss RHODA CARR, Miss AGNES GREEN. 
Teacher in Musie. 


Miss S. D. LANGLEY. 


Teachers in Handicraft. 
Miss REBECCA SMITH, Miss MARY JOHNSON. | 
Matron. 


Miss H. L. LANGLEY. 


SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT. 


To the Honorable Board of Trustees : 


In presenting fhis, my second biennial report of this In- 
stitution, I am happy to state the pupils under my charge 
are making satisfactory and commendable progress in all 

» their studies, in fact, more so by far, than any previous year 
of my connection with the Institution. 

Since my last report it was the misfortune of this Institu- 
tion to lose, by death, the valuable services of Miss Mary 
Lou Langley. She was devoted to the cause in which she 
was engaged so many years, and her death cast a sad and 
melancholly gloom over the entire Institution, as well as the 
community in which she was so well and favorably known. 

As monthly reports are submitted to the Board from each 
teacher as regards the advancement of pupils under their 
charge, I do not deem it necessary to repeat the same here. 
Suffice it to say the teachers are competent and faithful in 
every respect, and have at heart the interest and advance- 
ment and prosperity of those under their charge. 

It was my pleasure to- be present at the convention of 
superintendents and teachers of the blind of the United 
States and Canada, at Brantford, Ontario, in July of 1892. 
The meeting to me was not only pleasant but profitable. The 
most important matter that came before the convention was 
the publication of books. The government of the United 
States has appropriated the sum of $250,000 for the educa- 
tion of the blind within its borders; this amount is placed 
‘in bonds bearing interest at 4 per cent.; the interest, amount- 
ing to $10,000 annually, is used for the printing of books 
for the blind, the publishing house being located at Louis- 
ville, Kentucky. 

There are three systems now in use, viz: the Roman or 
raised letters, the New York Point and the Braile System. 
The Roman, or raised letters, has ever been in use in edu- 
cating the blind; the New York Point consists in a regular 
system of indentations made in stiff paper by means of a 
blunt stilus, a certain number of these points occupying a 
certain position with respect to each other, representing the 
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respective letters of the alphabet. Atthe meeting all books 
were ordered to be printed in this system, thus doing away 
with the further printing of books in raised letters, This 
action I considered a mistake, The Néw York Point should 
be used as an auxiliary to the raised lettors, but not 
to its utter exclusion. There are some of the Inatitutions 
for the Blind use the Braile system, which is a Point print, 
different from the New York Point, invented by Louis 
Braile, of France, but it has been modified in so many dit- 
ferent ways that it ia a difficult matter to know what is 
meant when you speak of the Braile system. What we 
need is a uniformity of printed book, all of the same sys- 
tem the world over, but more particularly in the United 
States; but as some prefer the Roman, some the New York 
Point, while others desire the Braile, and the feelings of 
each party representing his wishes in the matter are consid- 
erably wrought up, I fear that a perfect, permanent and sat- 
isfactery uniformity will not soon be reached. 

The State of Mississippi is noted for the deep interest it 
has ever taken in educating all classes of its citizens, in fact 
stands pre-eminent to any State in the Union upon this sub- 
ject, Thus we have the State University for the whites, 
both: male and female, the A, & M. College for young men 
and boys, I, I. & C. for our girls, Aleorn University for the 
colored, the D. € D. Institute for both white and'colored, and 
this institution for the blind (white). All of these institu. 
tions are liberally supported by the State, thus making ample 
provision for the education of all classes of its citizens ox- 
cept one; that class is the blind negro. In this State there is 
quite a number of this class of unfortunate persons, and as no 
provision has ever been made for their education, it is to be 
hoped that the Legislature will make an appropriation for 
this purpose. 

Under the administration of the present able and econom- 
ical Board of Trustees, I think the amount appropriated for 
support at the last session of the Legislature will be suffi- 
cient, and while upon this subject will say that this Institu- 
tion is conducted upon a basis by far cheaper than any insti- 
tution of the kind in the United States or Canada, The 
salaries paid the literary teachers are inadequate for the 
labors they perform; as efficient and pains-taking teachers 
as are employed in this institution should be paid in a man- 
ner commensurate with their labor, ' 

The amount appropriated for repairs at the last session of 
- the Legislature was judiciously expended, but was insuffi. 
cient for the purpose intended ; it is to be hoped a sufficient 
amount will be appropriated to meet the needed. require 
ments, 
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A piano is also much needed; one of our pianos, from lone 
continued use, has become almost valuless. 

A much desired branch to be taught in this institution is 

iano-tuning. In some institutions the blind are taught tele- 
graphy, saddle and harness making, making shoes, eto., but 
such will prove expensive experiments, and will end in perfeot 
failures. Itis useless ‘to consume a blind boy's time in 
teaching him a trade that will force him to compete with 
machinery in prosecuting it, In piano tuning, owing to their 
taste as a rule for music, and their fine sense of touch and 
acute hearing, this branch can be made to them profitable 
and remunerative. 

The health of the household has been comparatively good, 
Blind persons, for the want of proper muscular develop- 
ment, require prompt and efficient treatment for the slightest 
ailment, and notwithstanding we have had some severe at- 
tacks of various kinds of sickness among them, I am happy 
to state that we have had no deaths since I have had charge 
of the institution. My hearty and sincere thanks are due, 
and are hereby extended to the Governor and Honorable 
Board of Trustees for uniform kindness extended me, and 
for the deep interest they have ever manifested for the wel- 
fare and happiness of the institution; also thanks are ox- 
tended to Mrs. Judge Campbell and Mrs. J. J. Evans, for 
presentation of valuable gifts to each of the blind in the in- 
stitution, and to editors for the following papers, to-wit: 
Vicksburg Herald, Goodman Gazette, Institute News and 


Messenger. Respectfully, 
i . P. FAIRLY, Supt, 


Products for Institute Garden for 1892.-93, 


Sweet potatoes... cien nn n n DO bushels, 
Trish potatoes,......... eese n e 200 bushels, 


Vegetables sufficient for Institute. 


List of Pupils for 1892-93. 


Name, County, 
Adams, Jesse.... ccc cece eee nn eee aes Carroll 
Bradshaw, Ohiney........ esee eere. Bolivar 
Buckley,Noel............... eene enn Qopiah 
Byrd,Jjulia............ een Perry 
Colguboun,Hattie...................... .. ....Rankin 
Clark,'T.M................. 0 ear YAZOO 
Crenshaw, Mary.. eee on nn n n n n n ns TAllahatehie 
Cummings, Virgie. .. eese eee nnns ove Oktibboha 
Caldwell, Adah.. elemen s nn n n nns Pike 
Curry, Mattie........ sen etn . Grenada 
Edmonson,Charles................. 0066006. Perry 
Edmonson, Jane, .... eene enn rr Perry 
Davis, Savilla Jane............ eene nnn. Union 
Davis, Wm. E............ cee eee ee ee en cern eee es Union 
Foster, John,... ae e Winston 
Foster, VAIE a co.» Holmes 
Freeman, Carolina. eee eects sansar) efferBon 
Guyton, David........................... +». .. Tippah 
Holder, Alice, . eee esee essen nnn s, Jefferson 
Hickman, Ben. ee eH nn n nn 9 Lincoln 
Johnson, Mary...... eee eee DeBoto 
Johnson,Cora............. eee nen enn DeSoto 
Morris, Arnold........................60..6..... Oopiah 
Musselwhite, Steve... Yalobusha 
Musselwhite, Louis,.......... 0... e... vere eee e» Carroll 
Musselwhite, Harry........5.$............ 5... Carroll 
Moore, Thomas......... laaan.. Leflore 
Martin, Jobn.............. eee enn enne, , Harrison 
Meyers, Zelda...... erm eee enn ness e Lowndes 
Price, Adah.......... MEM .. .. «Hinds 
Rubush, Charlie... .......:%..... eere. Lauderdale 
Smith, Hulon........ ehh hohe ehh hee ..Rankin 
Smith, Amy... cesses een n nn nn nns. Holmes 
Stesd,Joseph..................... şa Attala 
Turner,Pearl.................. eee ses Atawamba 
Mason, Alice.....,..,...................... . ee Bolivar 
Murray, Ernest., Gene a n n n n n n oes e Lauderdale 
Emmons, Mac.. rss... 0. Lauderdale 


FINANCIAL REPORT 1892-93, 


d 


To Salaries and Wages Fund, including Supt.... 
By disbursements........ cece vee enhn 
To balonce,..... terte teye 5608452069929 0909990. * 


"ToSupport Funds casada tV it 
By disbursements.....oooonoommorsorromorsros. 
To DRACO succede EN ER Y UR ta GS 


To Transportation Fund,....... llle sesos 
By disbursemants.... NE ESEN EKN amores 
To balance,,.. Cavs Pees ee ev. 


“y 
To Repairs and StableFund................... terrens» 


By disbursements,........ CORD ORTH toot P pa P e ennn.vró tto 
"To balance ..,...... THEN H Te eyutevortb do»dovove voeuus ooo sn. ono 


Total appropriations..,.,..... eee ene 


ect v 


$ 7522 oo 
$ 6095 40 
1426 60 7522 00 


——Ü 


$ 7000 oo 
$ 6225 58 


774 42 7060 co 


æ — 


Es $ 200 oo 
150 00 
50 00 200 00 


ra vaa Pn 


- $ 1300 oo 
$ 1297 61 
2 39 1300 00 


$ 16022 00 . 


Total expenditures on same... eee «$ 13,768 59 


UN Ino E 


2253 41 16,022 '00 
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itemized Statement of Disbursements 


FROM JANUARY ist, 1892, TO SEPTEMBER : 30TH, 1893 
ON ABOVE APPROPRIATIONS, 


————— 


Brat Sn ai döl pal a asi aiiud sakasi tod eee 120-735 


A sunt ra LAS Wess ady YA Ve be 208 30 
Baking POWUEL... ciao a E rax vr e Red ati ii 107 07 


BOOKS UC EDEN 77 
BERR eic cobi aes etin oad vet bag. fna duae Dn eater miz dr C akla dvd 70 


Beads; coenae ee RE LK os si des MENSAE NE a dar 17 70 
í—————— toe 20 30 
BD ————— ——— e Sen GN 82 45 
roni e —r——— 22 95 
Confections e M cc 3 25 
A ccc PHP 78 15 
CONC AMT "e 184 72 
Crackers cU e ve Veces PERI desidiae ads 36 63 
Car NA a a ka Si Öd t Bee E a beide e qa EA went 50 
COLLOH So oce reir a cup qe Cub aueh oe RE ga Ded tb MR 3 00 
COT oed doen ro e b CCP Or viis e src cU. ÁN edo. leal ones 5I 12 
Canned Fruits and Vegetables.................: cesse eene enne 12 29 
enc A RM ——————— 5nQ 665 oo 
CominntatiOn e salise Sepiioe T Teira oE aed euin pa E iaaa 180 oo 
Clock Tester and Register Strips......... Lecce eese eene coros 5 00 
Cotton Seed Meal and HullS.........ocou.o.nos eese cene eere 19 85 
Drugs and Medicines daa estere Te od casa 77 90 
Extracts; ‘Spices; Pi ds 11 65 
Epgs ahd PONY. see daa 49 55 
Express and Postage, iaa serilmesi adla leia 27 82 
Extra oe DOP sires soto Ead eb ee yang öz li Rte edt IUE 
Freightand DAYA ete Sen ka rea aia 
FIOR pa KİŞİ RE 
Flour (DIO WD) A ascia HU aeea E Ea eases P NV 
Fruits; Lemons, Ce iria Mağ EYİ a RL Eke da 
Fruits Ae a Mn 
Wer bree nsu A a O 
A a TN 
FLAY WAGE. a veo eR ree XAR ERR ei FOU Ee SERRE ie 
ELA Sa avla Sa veee Mu Bs ie ay sa SER re ELE EIS aad ad) me d RES 
House Fumnishings......... ...... 2-402. coccsscocce concus seeeas seston eaeacene 
O as 
A 
Improved Fire Pots: osse rt 
Dn rM 


Lard 2899939099 RERESHEES settee EEE poorer 069 590969 Aros o 2099929704 eens see 


Lye Gear A PME —— (C YOR eş 
Lime and Cement ......... m TU EE ERKAM 
Lumber. eve is esse dicum an Rueda EE 
Meat (fresh).................00. eee en ene nenne 
Meat (Salt Wickit occu aia IS bet o bata gla CASS 
Müstard ous eve seri lü uma adea DEDI quU X Gün bed e 


Meal... e MMC EM SM TNT 


i uo 
Ui tux 
NO 
NRO 
Nm 


PS 
«© 
A 
Q 
[er 
9 


A E © 2 50 
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ITEMIZED STATEMENT OF DISBURSEMENTS.—CONTINUED, 


. 


hU MEME 80 03 
Macaroni MEME 40 45 
O REM 2 38 
Music, Musical Instrumnents and Repairs on same............... se 104 40 
Nurse for Sick Pupil.,............ ce esee eee enne nennen 275 
NITOREM I 00 
DOLCE 3 30 
Oysters ..... sees eese sarees desa pe tenni) n seeneesen erene rente no a 6 20 
Oats... ee essor eene hee neenon teen ren ses seinen sneesaeee ceases aene cranes 45 43 
Oat AAA seray tosceenas coeseneee seseeacas seeseuses eI 00 
Potatoes...... cooocornonenancornaninannns arencanon par sossvpersrosson sasesreno eas 125 20 
Printing AERE 6 oo 
Pepper......... eere cones coerce hne nnne nnn eserse sena tena res I 32 
Pickles ... „seernes eesse osreerpre ersaneonessareeetlsnsseevesastrtasssse per esuss 18 80 
PEAS. MEME 21 28 
Rice, esses coonocnno senem th cenesoor senses sse uetus seoan acces conan e 141 71 
Repairs "MEME 1297 41 
Stationery A AN 10 65 
SUBAL MEE" 210 23 
Soap... eese ereserers e nenne tha ae ata crease serersese rare eseee dersen 58 13 
Shop Materials. s... coomcorar scenes corona eene lene seats ennt ua coe 195 62 
Sardines REM 
Rhet REM ' 50 
SOda...cccsccees ceesee cronos eserse sester nesses teseee tenes ceveceser senseseue cues 60 


Salt....sc, convoco conoorono vessen sersem enes. ceeeeeetceunes tererstasenen save se 13 14 


Starch A 18 48 
Stanchiony......... pscscsecesevsvcceee eene rennen seusteeee eesgeceeaeetas 10 50 
Shoe Polish......... ......... cnooanoon serra eses censegees eee sene seren 75 
Seed (garden)............000000 eese eene emen mentem seenseses bes 21 05 
Salaries and Wages......... ssec n eee soteaseseseeee_ 6096 38 
y ————— A e 23 34 
Transportation.,.... 060404 sees seser enne eene tenete rn nbhe ne nen rne 150 00 
Telephone.................. 100000 see cesses ceseneae ue seats ses cen see nn sence tea 48 00 
Vegetables................. eese eese sorene he nemen sanis aveeeeeer ene ' 23 75 
Vinegar......... coooonocorernana Cenanano sansar conronaarenon corno roo cnoronrnonos 5 34 
Wagons, Harness, etc, sss eH sem |o 97 
Wooden Ware..................1. 000004 crespe serer rent sen ren set n ene ene 1 85 
Wood...... ccc cee cae con eee cae ene ee met ame cen cee cue rng ees eet rene e ere ren ren caus 75 00 

Totat Expenditures... ....ccsecccecsecsecoe eee sen eve nene |A 133768 59 
To Balance, September 30, 1893... cesses ess] 2283 41 


i . $ 16,022 oo 


Nots.—All disbursements are made on accounts approved by the Board 
of Trustees, and warrants drawn on the State Treasurer, who is Ex-Officio 
Treasurer of all State Institutions, and signed by the Governor and Secre- 
tary, and vouchers for same are in the hands of the Secretary. . 
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JACKSON, Miss., December 23, 1893. 


Ata special meeting of the Board of Trustees of the In- 
stitute for the Blind, had at the Governor’s office, this, the 
23d day of December, 1893, there were present, Messrs. C. 
H. Manship, E. Virden, H. H. Hines and E. M. Parker; 
Governor Stone in the chair. 

The Secretary laid before the Board the following com- 
munication from the President, together with the circular 
letter of Governor Stone to the patrons of the institution, 
with their answers attached, and it was ordered that the 
same be spread upon the minutes of the Board, and it be 
published as an appendix to the report of the Board of 
Trustees to be laid before the Legislature: 


STATE or Mississiprr, Executive DEPART MT, 
GOVERNOR'S OFFICE, JACKSON, Miss., 
December 22, 1893. 


To the Board of Trustees, Institute for the Blind: 


GENTLEMEN: Shortly after your investigation into the 
conduct and management of the Institute for the Blind upon 
charges preferred by Mr. R. E. L. Daniel, which resulted in 
the complete vindication of the officers charged, to-wit: 
The superintendent and matron, a publication appeared in 
the city papers over the signature of Mrs. Eugenia Foster 
reiterating the charges preferred by Mr. Daniel, which state- 
ment was indorsed by L. F. Chiles, “ Mayor of Jackson.” 

Upon the appearance of this publication I wrote a circu- 
lar letter which I addressed to each patron of the institution, 
except Mrs. Foster, and have received replies from all but 
two, one of whom is the mother of Miss Crenshaw, an assis- 
tant teacher, a young lady of full age who is present in the 
school and can answer for herself. 

It is gratifying to note that not one of the twenty-three 
patrons who have made answer, sustains, in the least de- 
gree, the charges referred to. 

I respectfully submitthe letter, together with the answers, 
whica are given exactly in the order in which they were re- 
ceived, for your consideration and such action as you may 
think proper. J. M. STONE, 

President of the Board of Trustees. 
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BLıND INSTITUTE, 
Jackson, Miss., November 29, 1893. 


In view of the recent damaging publications against the 
Institute for the Blind, I deem it necessary to make a more 
minute and extended investigation of the treatment of the 
blind children of the State entrusted to that institution. I 
therefore respectfully request that you write me immedi- 
ately, giving me number, name, sex and age of any chil- 
dren or wards you may have or have had there, how long 
they have been there, how they have progressed in their 
studies, and how they have been treated. State whether 
they have been provided with proper food; whether they 
have been required to bathe and keep clean; whether their 
clothes have been washed regularly, and required to be 
changed as often as necessary. 

I will thank you for a full, free and candid statement of 
the treatment of any child or children or ward you have or 
have had at this institution. 

Thanking you in advance for your courtesy, requesting a 
prompt reply and asking that this letter be returned with 
your answer, I am very truly yours, 


J. M. STONE, Gov. Miss. 


The foregoing letter was directed to the following patrons 
of the Blind Institute, to-wit: Mrs. Kate Adams, McCarley, 
Miss.; Mr. Ben Buckley, Wesson; Mr. W. W. Byrd, Hat- 
tiesburg ; Mr. Geo. S. Edmondson, Styx; Mr. T. J. Price, 
Carpenter; Mr. W. H. Myers, Brooksville; Mr. T. L. Ma- 
son, Mound Landing; Mrs. C. Johnson, Red Lick; Mr. T. 
M. Cummings, Starkville; Mr. M. J. Crenshaw, Payne's 
Store; Mrs. Josephine Freeman, Harriston; Mr. Dan Fos- 
ter, Pugh; Mr. John Colquhoun, Caio; Mrs. M. E. Hick- 
man, Monticello; Mr. D. M. Johnson, Love’s Station; Mr. 
J. J. Turner, Mantachie; Mrs. Jeenie Murray, Meridian ; 
Mr. C. M. Rubush, Meridian; Mr. W. P. Musselwhite, 
Smith’s Mills; Mrs. W. W. Bunch, Summit; Mr. R. J. Mor- 
ris, Beauregard, Miss. ; Mr. John Moore, Sidon, Miss. ; Mrs. 
Anna Curry, Cascilla, Miss. ; Mr. A. T. Steed, Newtonville, 
Miss. ; Mr. J. J. Guyton, Guyton, Miss.; twenty-five in all. 

The following replies have been received : 


1. November 30th, Mr. R. J. Morris, Beauregard, writes : 


*In reply to yours of yesterday, I had one son ; his name 
is Arnold R. Morris, been four sessions in the Blind Insti- 
tute. I asked him the following questions: Did you ever 


E 
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have any complaint against the teachers? His answer. No. 
As long as you were there did you have clean bedding, 
clothes and bath? His answer. Yes. Why did you stop 
this session? His answer. No violin teacher and no up- 
holstery teacher, In regard to the board he has always 
been satisfied, had plenty to eat. Should you wish my son 
Arnold to come up and be present with the Board for more 
questions, please write.” 


2. November 30th, Mr. D. M. Johnson, Love's Station, 
writes: “Ireceived your letter this morning and was sur- 
prised you wanted to know how many children 1 had at 
school. I have two there, Mary and Cora. Mary went to 
school when she was 19 years old; Cora went there three 
months after Mary went. Mary was twenty-six years old 
last August. Cora was in her 7th year. She will be fifteen 
the 12th of June. Of course, I don’t know anything but 
what they told me. They said they had plenty to eat; 
they had to bathe every Saturday, and put on clean clothes 
whetherthey wanted to or not; their beds had'to be changed 
also; their rooms had to be brushed every day ; they said 
their clothes were washed: every week; they told me all 
were treated alike. We are well satisfied ; I am well pleased 
with their treatment, and well pleased with their learning, 

, I think they have improved wonderfully. If I had not been 
pleased I would have taken them home, if Iam poor. Mary 
and Cora are always anxious to go back, and I think they 
are treated kindly or they would not want to go. I thank 
you to stand up to my daughters while they can’t see.” 


1.3. November 30th, Mr. T. M. Cummings, Starkville, 
“writes: “Yours of the 28th inst., received, and in reply 
state that my little daughter, Virgie Lee Cummings, has 
been going to school at the Blind Institute for the last five 
or six years. She is about 13 years of age now, she has 
progressed very fast in her studies, and has been treated, as 
far as I have been able to learn from her, and my own per- 
sonal visits to the Institute, as well as could be. She has 
always told me and her mamma thatshe likes Dr. Fairly and 
the Misses Langley very much, and that they were kind to 
her. She said time and again that the children had plenty 
to eat, and that she was required to bathe once a week, and 
that her clothes were washed regularly and required to 
change as often as necessary. I have visited the Institute 
three or four times a year ever since my little daughter has 
been going to school at the Institute. I have always found 
her clothing clean and neat, and have questioned her often 
as to how she was treated, and she would say that the 
officers of the Institute were very kind to her, and that she 
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was well satisfied. My wife visited the Institute and re- 
mained there three or four days, and she says everything was 
kept neatly, and that the children all looked cleanly and 
were in good spirits. I am perfectly satisfied with Dr. 
Fairly and the Misses Langley.” ; 


4. November 30th, Ben Buckley, Wesson, writes: “I have 
one son, Noel Buckley, aged fourteen years ; has been there 
two and a half sessions; I am well pleased at the way he 
advanced. In regard to the treatment of my son, I am well 
pleased. I am well pleased with his fare and cleanliness ; I 
am satisfied with the way his clothes are kept, and am also 
satisfied with the way you had him to change his clothes. 
I have answered all your questions and will add that I am 
pleased with the school in every respect.” 


5. December 1st, Mr. C. M. Rubush, Meridian, writes: 
“T have one son, seventeen years old, who has been one of 
the scholars attending the Institute for the Blind for the last 
seven sessions. He seemsto be well advanced in his studies 
as far as we are able to judge, and have heard no complaint 
as to his treatment or insufficiency of food. I think he is 
perfectly satisfied with the surroundings. True he would 
prefer being at home.” 


6. December Ist, Mrs. Jennie Murray, Meridian, writes: 
“T sent my boy, Ernest, aged twelve years, to the Institute 
in 1892. I visited him last April. I found him in perfect 
health and much happier than I had ever seen him. He had 
made great progress in his studies, his clothing and bathing 
had been as well attended to as though I had been with him. 
I went through the building and found every place kept in 
sanitary order. I owe Dr. Fairly and tho teachers much 
gratitude for their kind treatment and good, faithful atten- 
tion to my blind boy. I could not conscientiously make 
any other statement than this.” 


7. December Ist, Mrs. W. W. Bunch, Summit, writes: “I 
have a sister attending the Institute; has been there since 
October, 1898. I hear from her regularly, and she seems to 
be perfectly satisfied, and writes mo that everything was so 
nice and she loves them already, and she was getting along 
nicely with her studies and loved her teachers. She has not 
said anything about the food, but I talked with a young 
blind man who has been there for years, and he told me 
they had plenty to eat, and that if I could not provide my 
sister with clothes, they would. He spoke in highest terms 
of the Institute. My sister’s name is Ada Caldwell. I 
think you are kind in writing me. I love my poor blind 
sister, and it would hurt me very much to know she was not 
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treated right. She is not compelled to stay there ; she only 
went to learn something to employ herself, it is so lonely 
for her to have nothing to do.” 


8, December ist, Mr. W. H. Myers, Brooksville, writes : 
“I have a sister there at school, seventeen years old; has 
been there for several years, 1 do not know exactly how 
long. She has gotten along very well with her studies. 1 
T think the food is as good as in any school for the size of 
it; as to cleanliness, I have not heard anything to the con- 
trary. Sister says they are very kind to her. Their clothes 
are washed regularly, or 1 would have heard sometbin 
about if. Clothes changed often as necessary, or would 
have heard of it. Sister speaks very highly of Dr. Fairly 
and the teachers. Zelda Myers is my sister's name. 'Chis 
is as true a statement as I can give, as I have never visited 
the school myself.” 


9 December 1st, Mr. John Colquhoun, Cato, Miss, writes : 
* T have one daughter in that institution named Harriet Ann, 
familiarly called ‘Hattie,’ age bevween nineteen and twenty 
years. She entered the school in February or March, 1890, 
sad has been there most of the time since. She hag pro- 
gressed in her studies far beyond my expectation. She has 
been treated kindly and has been provided with proper 
food; as for cleanliness and change of clothing, that has 
been strictly complied with. I have been there frequently 
myself, and never saw a cleaner, nicer lot of pupils in any 
school, and consider the Institution managed as well as it 
possibly can be.” 


10. December 4th, Mr. T. J. Price, Carpenter, writes ; 
“T have one child at the Blind Institute ; her name is Adu, 
age twenty-five years ; this.is her fifth session there, will say 
that her progress is satisfactory. As to other questions, I 
have heard no complaint from my daughter. I have visited 
the Blind Institute frequently since my daughter has been 
in attendance there, and from my own observation thought 
it was properly managed. I was very much surprised when 
I saw the charges of Mrs. Foster and others." 


1l. December 4th, Mrs. Kate Adams, McCarley, Miss., 
writes: “I can give very little information, as I have never 
visited the Institute. I have ason there, Jesse Adams, who 
entered at twelve and is now seventeen years old. Has been 
there the best of five sessions. He has progressed rapidly 
in his studies; infact, far beyond my expectation. When 
he came home at the close of the first session I questioned 
him concerning their cleanliness of person. He told me 
they were required to bathe well once a week, and change 
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clothing oncé, or twice if necessary. Also that the cham- 
bermaid combed and examined their heads once a week. I 
have not asked him anything about their cleanliness since, 
but judging from his clothing when he comes home, which 
is always mended, washed and ironed, I think it is pretty 
well attended to. He tells me Dr. Fairly never punishes, 
always speaks kindly tothem, and allows themto play with 
and associate with his (Dr. Fairly’s) children. He is a boy 
who scarcely ever makes complaint, in fact, lie never complain- 
ed at anything execpt his food. I sent for him last Christ- 
mas to come and spend the holidays. He was looking so 
badly that I thought he had been sick, and whenI question- 
ed him he said that he bad not, but had suffered for proper 
food ; said he could not live upon the food they furnished; 
that it was not the quantity, but the quality and poor cook- 
ing, and 1 have every reason to believe it, as he improved 
in appearance and weight in a week's time. I did not send 
him back last session, as I could not conscientiously sit 
down to a well-filled table knowing that my blind child was 
suffering for the right kind of food. I thought then I would 
never send him back, but when the present session began he 
was so anxious to continue his studies that I let him go 
back. and told him to go to Dr. Fairly and tell him that he 
must have better fare; that he could not live on the food 
that was furnished, and if he did not get better to let me 
know and I would bring him home. I have heard nothing 
yet about his fare, but am fully decided to bring him home 
if there is not a change in his food. I have tried to give . 
you a fair and impartial statement so far as lies in my power, 


my motto being to deal fairly and squarely with all man- 
kind.” 


12. December 4th, Mrs. Josephine Freeman, Harriston, 
writes : “I am very much surprised to learn that there were 
any damaging reports in circulation in regard to the Insti- 
tute for the Blind, as I was in total ignorance of the fact. I 
have a daughter, Carolina, there, eleven years of age. She 
was absent from school last session but had attended the two 
previous sessions. J have no charge to bring against tbe 
management of the Institute. I have visited my daughter 
there and remained aday and night with her. The pupils 
seemed to be well provided for ; their clothes were neat and 
clean, their beds, comfortable, and I am gratified at the 
progress my little daughter has made in her studies. If it 
will not be asking too much I would be very glad indeed to 
learn something in regard to the publications against the 
management of the Institute, also to be informed in regard 
to the result of the investigations.” 
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18. December 4th, Mr. Dan. Foster, Cagle, Miss., writes: 
“T have one son in that Institute. His name is John S. 
Foster, age 21 years last January. He has been there four 
sessions prior to this session. He has progressed in his 
studies very well. My son has never complained of the 
treatment. He has always said that he got plenty to eat, 
and he is always anxious to-go back when school opens. I 
have heard my son speak often of bathing, but don’t know 
whether or not they are required to do so. I have never 
heard any complaint of the washing. I went with my son 
when he entered school and stayed two days. I found 
everything neat and clean and well managed.” 

14. December 5th, Mr. W. P. Musselwhite, Smith’s Mills, 
writes: “I have two boys at the Institute. Their names 
are Louis and Harry. Louis is sixteen and Harry is four- 
teen. Harry has been there every session since the day he 
was nine years old. This is the third session for Louis. 
They both seem to be learning tolerably fast. Harry is very 
well satisfied down there; they both complain of their food 
not being cooked done. They say their fare is good enough 
if it were properly cooked. 1 have never heard either of 
them say that they had been mistreated since they have 
been there. They said they had to bathe and put on clean 
clothes once every week and oftener if it was necessary. I 
heard no complaint of irregularity of the washing but they 
say they cavi get any shirts and collars washed and ironed 
to suit them. 1 am very well satisfied with their treat- 
ment.” 

15. December 5th, Mr. G. S. Edmonson, Styx, Miss.: “I 
have two children now at the Asylum for the Blind, Miss 
Janie Edmonson, age twenty-six years and Charlie Edmon- 
son, age nineteen years. They both entered February, 1887. 
Janie has been a constant attendant up to dote. Charlie has 
lost some time. Janie has made fine progress, has learned 
rapidly. Charlie has not taken the same interest, and hence 
has not progressed as well in his studies, but has nearly 
mastered a good trade. I have never heard a murmur from 
eithér of them as to treatment. So far as I know they have 
had plenty to eat. I suppose they have been kept clean. 
They seem to be satisfied and willing to retura every year.” 


16. December 8th, Mr. W. H. Moore, Hemingway, Miss., 
writes: “Ihave ason at the Blind Institute at Jackson, 
Miss. I took him there the 6th day of October, 1893. I 
visited all the departments of the Institution. I found all 
in perfect order. I judge Dr. P. Fairly to be a christian and 
an honest man, and a gentleman.” 8 

17. December 8th; Mr. W. W. Byrd, Barbara, Perry 


APPENDIX. . 19 


county, writes: “My little girl is fourteen years old. Her 
name is Julia. She has been going four years and has prog- 
ressed nicely in her studies. Iam well pleased, and she is 
too. I feel very thankful to the good people of the Blind 
Institute." 


18. December 8th, Mr. J. J. Turner, Mantachie, Miss. 
writes: “I have one child there, a girl named Pearl Turner 
nine years old. She was there last session. She has learned 
as fast as I could wish. She was kindly treated as far as I 
eould find out. So far as I could learn there was plenty of 
food, but not well cooked, and all served in a mess—three or 
four things put on a plate at once, and she being blind could 
not’ keep irom getting them mixed so she could not eat 
them. They were required to bathe regularly. I don't 
know whether their clothes were washed and changed as 
often as they should have been or not. I carried Pearl down 
there well and hearty, and when I went after her she had 
fallen away until if I had met her anywhere else I don’t 
think I would have known her. - She was suffering from 
indigestion; also Dr. Fairly had taken a clipper and shaved 
her head without consulting me or letting me know anything 
about it, and I think without any cause, and had acted so 
about some other things as to cause us to lose confidence in 
him. Now, I don't wish to do Dr. Fairly an injustice, so 
you must remember that I am foolishly fond of my children, 
and more so of Pearl on account of her misfortune.” ` 


19. December 12th, Mr. J.J. Guyton, Guyton, Tippah 
county, writes: “I never ‘was more favorably impressed 
with an institution than I was with the Blind Institute at 
Jackson, Miss., both as to the superintendent, teachers and 
the surroundings generally. Dr. Fairly carried me through 
the entire building, and took great plains in explaining to 
me the workings of the Institution. I found everything - 
neat and clean. He carried me to' the bath rooms and told 
me that all the students were required to bathe at least once 
a week and oftener if necessary. He turned up the mat- 
tresses and told me that they were made in the Institution. 
I found them clean, besides the bedding was clean; also 
went to the kitchen and water closets and I saw nothing on 
the whole round to object to ; in fact my conclusion was that 
the Institution was a credit to the State, and that the State 
was fortnnate in securing the services as such a man as 
Dr. Fairly to preside over it; and as to the teachers I am 
sure that they will compare favorably with any teachers in 
similar institutions in the United States. The idea that Dr. 
Fairly or the teachers of the Institution wor.d put up with 
such filth as 1 see paraded in the pepers recently, I cannot 
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believe, in fact, I feel certain that they would not bat up 
with it. I say this much for the reason that I feel is is due 
Dr. Fairly and the teachers of the Institution. I went 
through the Blind Institute of Kentucky a little over a year 
ago, and while it is larger and on a grander scale than ours, 
yetitseems to me that ours will compare favorably with 
that institution. My son is well pleased at the Institute, 
and I am satisfied is well treated. I have not seen him sicne 
taking him to Jackson but have two or three letters from 
him every week, besides have had several friends to call on 
him recently, and heseems well contented, and getting along 
well with his studies. Besides all this, I must here add that 
my wife has had two of the kindest letters from Mrs. 
Dr. Fairly in regard to our dear boy that I ever read. She 
said in one of these letters to write her if she had any spe- 
cial wish in regard to him. Besides this I am satisfied that 
all the teachers have been exceedingly kind to him. Now 
Governor, you have my statements and impressions as to 
the Institute, and I feel that I would be a very ungrateful 
creature did I not entertain the kindest feelings for the 
superintendent and teachers of this institution." 


20. December 15th, Mrs. C. Johnson, Red Lick, Jeffer- 
son county, writes: “ I have a daughter at the Blind Insti- 
tution, and has been there two months this year; and has 
been an inmate for nine years, more or less. Sheis devoted 
to Dr. Fairly and the Langley family that has charge of the 
Institution, and all your questions have no weight at all. 
She has been, and is, perfectly satisfied with the treatment 
she receives. Her age is thirty years.” 


21. December 19th, Mrs. M. E, Hickman, Brookhaven, 
writes: “I have two blind children, a daughter and son, 
Eudora and Ben Hickman. Eudora is thirty-one, and Ben, 
twenty years old. Eudora left six years ago. Ben is still 
there, working in the shop, but not at school. He went eight 
sessions to school. Dr. Fairly was kind enough to let him 
go three more sessions. Eudora progressed very well in 
her studies, especially in music, mathematics and elocution. 
Ben progressed more in the shop. They have always been 
treated very kindly, have been provided with proper food, 
have been required to bathe all over once a week, and their 
clothes were always washed regularly. I never visited the 
Institution during the time my children were tbere; all I 
know is what they have told me. They were always neat 
and clean, but common, when they came home." 


22. December 21st, Mr. A. T. Steed, Newtonville, Miss., 
writes: “ I have one son there, named Jodie, sixteen years 
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old; been there six years. I am fully satisfied with his ad- 
vancement. While I have not been perfectly satisfied with 
the general treatment, 1 have had no serious objections in 
the main. The food is sufficient, but is not cooked well, es- 
pecially the beef. The bathing seems to be sufficient, as 
they are required to bathe once a week. Could not say as 
to the regularity of the clothes washing, but always have 
noticed that my son brings homé clothes that are very filthy. 
Do not know how often they changed clothes. Not know- 
ing, or even hearing, that there were any objections being . 
alleged against the management of the Institute, I have not 
made any inquiries." ; 


28. December 21st, Mr. T. L. Mason, Mound. City, Boli- 
var county, father of Miss Alice Mason, about whom such 
fearful stories were told, writes: “I carried my daughter, 
Alice Mason; to the Blind Institute in the month of October, 
1886, and during my stay there I was shown or taken over 
the entire building by Miss Mamie Langley. -I found every- 
thing about the rooms perfectly clean. Alice is 16 years 
old, and has been going ever since 1886, and I can truthfully : 
say she has learned rapidly, and according to her statement 
to me, she has been treated very kindly. Her food has been. 
very good indeed, and she tells me that pupils are required” 
to bathe and keep clean. On her return home I meet her 
myself, and can say I find her perfectly clean, and on exam- 
ining-her trunk I find all of her clothing neatly washed and 
ironed, and placed in the trunk neatly. I will say 1 think 
from observation they change clothing as often as .neces- ; 
sary.” f l 

24. December 24, Mrs. M. J. Crenshaw, Paynes, Miss., 
writes: “I have a daughter at the Blind Institute, and has 
been there several sessions. We have never heard any com- 
plaint from her at all. She has progressed well in her stud- 
ies, and as for cleanliness, they were required to take their 
baths regularly, and her clothes were always kept neat and 
clean ; and she was required to change just as often as she 
thought necessary. She saia they always had plenty to eat, 
but very badly cooked. Her name is Mamie J. Crenshaw, 
age 21. She was always perfectly devoted to her teachers.” 

25. December 18th, (but not not received until the 29th) 
A. G. Smith, Owens, Holmes county, writes: “I have a 
little daughter named Amy who has been in the Institution 
for the Blind since January, 1892, aged 9 years. Her prog- 
ress in the Institute was quite satisfactory. She was treated 
kindly by her teachers, so far as I know. She, I believe, 
had a sufficiency of proper food. She was required to bathe 
and change clothing every Saturday morning, and again on 
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Sunday for Sabbath school. I think a change of clothing 
on Wednesdays and Saturdays would have been better.” 

After which the following resolutions were unanimously 
adopted : 

WEEREAS, Certain charges have been preferred against 
the management of the Institute for the Blind, and the 
Board of Trustees having made a full, fair, impartial and 
thorough investigation into the same, and after a patient 
hearing of all the evidence, fully exhonerated the superin- 
tendent and matron of the Institute from all blame, and 

Wuereas, L. F. Chiles, “Mayor of Jackson,” persists in gross 
attacks upon the superintendent and the Institution, which 
are unjust and unwarranted, therefore 

Resolved, That it is the sense of this board, after a careul 
investigation, that the Institute for the Blind is properly 
conducted by Dr. P. Fairly and those under him, and that 
the pupils are provided with proper food ; that they are 
well taught, properly cared for and kindly treated ; and that 
the said attacks of the said Chiles are without foundation in 
fact. J. M. Stone, President, 

C. H. Mansntp, 
E. VIRDEN, 

H. H. Hines, 
E. M. PARKER. 


. IT was not present at the special meeting of the Board of 
trustees on the 23rd inst., but was present during the inves- 
tigation referred to, and indorse tne foregoing resolution, 
adopted on the 23rd inst. J. T. H. Lar». 
DECEMBER 26th, 1893. 


